
Steamboat Springs Downtown BID – What to Know 

What is the BID? 
A Business Improvement District (BID) is a private sector funding mechanism designed 

to improve the environment of a business district with enhanced services financed by 

a self-imposed and self-governed property assessment. Services (such as: snow 

removal, wayfinding and signage, marketing, holiday/tree lighting, marketing, parking 

management) are provided exclusively within the district, and do not replace existing 

City services. There are more than 1,000 BIDs currently operating across the U.S. and 

Canada. In Colorado they are a common tool in downtowns both large and small, 

including Denver, Boulder, Olde Town Arvada, Grand Junction, Durango, and Manitou 

Springs. 

What services will the BID provide? 
The Downtown BID will provide services as determined by its board of directors (made 

up of property and business owners). Initial services are likely to include 

maintenance such as litter pickup and snow removal, marketing, and advocacy. Services 

will also depend on your property location. The BID will consist of two different 

benefit zones (see map ________ to determine which zone your property is in). For the 

initial year, an annual operating budget of $300,000 is projected, divided amongst 

Zone A and Zone B as follows: 

Service Zone: Services May Include: Projected 

Budget: 

Zone A Only 

(Premium 

Services) 

Regular enhanced maintenance such as 

sidewalk snow removal, litter removal, 

sweeping, and power washing; physical 

improvements such as additional 

lighting, bike racks, and street 

furniture 

$175,000 

Zones A & B 

(District-Wide 

Standard 

Services) 

Marketing, advocacy, communications, and 

supplemental maintenance and spot-

cleaning as needed 

$125,000 

Total   $300,000 

 

What will it cost me? 
It depends on your property location. The chart below shows the rates for each 

benefit zone. All commercial properties in the BID (Zones A and B) will pay a mill 

levy based on assessed value. This accounts for “Standard Services” provided 

district-wide that may include marketing, advocacy and communications efforts, and 

as-needed supplemental maintenance. Non-residential properties in Zone A will pay an 

additional assessment based on linear street frontage for “Premium Services” which 

include enhanced maintenance and physical improvements that won’t be provided 

elsewhere in the district. 

Benefit Zone: Assessed Value: Linear Frontage: 

Zone A  $0.222 per $100 of 

value 

$10.29 per foot 

Zone B  $0.222 per $100 of 

value 

n/a 

 
Additionally, a hardship clause can be extended to non-profit organizations within 

the BID to seek a reduction or waiver of special assessments that would be 

legitimately burdened by not receiving the full benefit of the assessment (contingent 

on Board approval).  



Who will manage the BID? 
The BID will be governed by a board of property and business owners. Board members 

include: Chris Dillenbeck (owner of FM Light & Sons, Chrysalis and Moose Mountain), 

Pamela Pole (owner, Fringes Boutique), Paul Weese (realtor, representing Colorado 

Group Realty and Steve Goldman owner and CEO), Kim Haggerty (owner, Schmiggity’s, All 

That and the Aurum Building), and Clark Davidson (Esq CPA and owner, Steamboat Coffee 

House). It is anticipated that the BID will contract with Main Street Steamboat 

Springs – an existing non-profit – to provide day-to-day management and delivery of 

BID services. This arrangement will allow the BID to leverage resources, reduce 

administrative costs, and eliminate duplication of services. This management model is 

common in communities across the country which have BIDs. 

Will the City reduce its existing services in Downtown? 
No! The BID will not replace any pre-existing general City services. The City of 

Steamboat Springs has documented its base level of pre-BID services, and has agreed, 

through City Council Resolution, to continue to deliver these services. These equate 

to over $323,000 worth of annual services within the BID boundaries. Beyond services 

that the City will continue to provide, it has also committed the following 

contributions to the BID: 

 $47,000: A cash contribution to the BID for contracted services that the BID 

will take over 

 $45,000: The continuation of its annual contribution to Main Street Steamboat 

Springs 

 $33,000: The assessment amount for City-owned properties in the BID 

Will the BID last forever? 
The BID will have an initial term of 10 years. This will allow for property owners to 

evaluate the BID’s effectiveness at the end of the term. If deemed successful, the 

BID will request renewal by City Council. If not considered successful, the BID will 

sunset at the end of the initial 10-year term. Nationally, 99% of BIDs are renewed, 

demonstrating overall satisfaction from property owners. 

Who decides if we fund the BID? 
You do! The Downtown BID already exists – it was formed by petition in 2007 – 

however, it has twice failed to pass a vote to have it funded. A TABOR (Taxpayer’s 

Bill of Rights) election held by mail ballot is required to approve assessments 

within the district. A TABOR election is scheduled for November 2018 to allow 

property owners within the district to vote on funding the BID. Ballots will be 

mailed in October 2018. If the TABOR election is successful, the BID can begin 

operations in early 2019. 

I already pay taxes. Why support the BID? 
Supporting the Downtown BID enables the district to receive services above and beyond 

what the City can provide. The assessments collected go entirely to the district, 

with the sole focus of improving Downtown. The BID board of directors, made up of 

property and business owners in the district, will make budget decisions which 

ensures direct accountability for these enhanced services. Lastly, BIDs have a track 

record of success. There are studies that show BIDs have a positive effect on 

property values, sales, and occupancies. 

Additional questions? 
Contact Lisa Popovich, Executive Director, Main Street Steamboat Springs 

lisa@mainstreetsteamboat.com | 970-367-7060 

What are the BID boundaries? 



 

 


